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About Our Covers 

Please refer to the location map to the right to 
locate place names used in the Marshnotes  
articles.  

Sanctuary Locations Map 

Southwest Corner 

  Front Cover: Cinnamon Teal 
          É  Dan Parlee 
  Back Cover:   Canada Geese  
          É  John Whitmore  

Marshnotes is issued four times a year but is now  
available only in electronic format on our  ñArchivesò 
page at www.reifelbirdsanctuary.com/archives.html.    
If you would like to be notified when a new edition is 
posted, email marshnotes@reifelbirdsanctuary.com. 

Last Call for Photos for the 2026 Calendar! 

We are still looking for more calendar submissions! If 
you have some good photos of our Sanctuaryôs       
migratory birds and would like to offer them for our 
annual  calendar, please email or send them in. We are 
looking for a range of species that would represent 
bird life throughout the year. 
 
Deadline for submissions: 
August 31st 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Criteria: 
Horizontal photos only.  
Minimum 4 MB size for good reproduction.  
Max file size 8 MB.  
Only photos taken at the Sanctuary. 
Submit only 5 of your best please. 
 
You can drop off these photos as 5 X 7 prints or email 
them to varri@reifelbirdsanctuary.com. 

The 2025 Calendar has been a popular item in  
the Gift Shop.   

http://www.reifelbirdsanctuary.com/archives.html
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The compiled species list for April 2025 totaled 98, 
which gave an average of 75 per week.  This month 
you can expect to see shorebirds such as Western 
Sandpipers, Dunlin, along with both Greater and  
Lesser Yellowlegs and Short and Long-billed       
Dowitchers making a brief stop on their way to Alaska 
and northern Yukon to nest.  
 
March 30 ï April 5 
A few active Canada Geese and Mallard nests are now 
noticeable along the trail sides.  Unfortunately they 
are also noticeable to raccoon, mink and seagulls.  
Predation to early nesting waterfowl is common    
resulting in ducks and geese to nesting for a second 
time. For this reason ducklings and goslings are not 
seen in large number until late May and early June.  
Sunny days are now bringing warmer water           
temperatures which have woken up the turtles.      
Visitors are now seeing them sunning themselves on 
various logs throughout the Sanctuary.  One report of 
32 Red-eared Sliders were observed on March 30th.  
On April 3rd, 31   Greater White-fronted Geese were 
found in the  Southwest Marsh.  The Sandhill Crane 
pair is now thinking of nesting and was spotted   
checking out their two previous nest sites from last 
year. On April 2nd a Barred Owl was found along the 
driveway. From this weekôs list that totaled 82 species 
the offshore highlights were Surf Scoter, Long-tailed 

Duck, Common Goldeneye, Red-breasted Merganser, 
Common Loon and Horned Grebe. 
 
April 6 ï April 12 
With the adult Sandhill Cranes thinking of nesting, 
they have now disassociated themselves from last 
yearôs offspring, and the young crane is not happy 
about that decision at all. Most days it hangs around 
the house yard constantly calling out in a very lonely 
whining tone.  A couple of times it has walked into 
the parking lot and stood beside shiny black vehicles  
staring at its reflection hoping to have found a new 
friend. On April 10th the first Common Yellowthroat 
was heard. On April 11th the first Cinnamon Teal was 
located.  On the 12th a Red Crossbill was located along 
the entrance    driveway.  American Bittern, Wilsonôs 
Snipe, Cliff Swallow, Lincolnôs Sparrow were also 
notable for this week.  
 
April 13 ï April 19 
Out of the eight different sparrow species recorded 
this week Swamp Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow,      
Savannah Sparrow and Lincolnôs Sparrow were worth 
mentioning.  The Chipping Sparrow stayed around the 
house front yard on the 13th and 16th then was found 
around the display ponds on the 19th.   The Red   
Crossbill reappeared on the 15th.  Late in the afternoon 
of the 19th, Mrs. Crane laid one egg on Crane Island, 
but will they be able to keep it and other eggs safe 
from predatorsé? So begins the annual saga.  The 

Female Mallard and her ducklings                                   Photo: Dan Parlee 

Bird Highlights  
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small flock of Greater White-fronted Geese is still 
present in the Southwest Marsh.  A single Short-eared 
Owl was found hunting over the outer Marsh on the 
15th.  
 
April 20 ï April 26 
By the 22nd the second Crane egg had been laid.  The 
duration of incubation for Sandhill Crane eggs is   
between 28 ï 32 days.  With a bit of luck they will 
have two new colts by the last week of May. On April 
22nd, mink were spotted along the inner grassy trails 
and along the south dyke.  Although classed as      
nocturnal, Mink are often seen in daylight hours.  
They are fond of frogs, fish, mice and ducks but an 
easy favorite are eggs. April 22nd, seven American 
White Pelicans were spotted flying over the         
Sanctuary.  
  
April 27 ï May 3 
This week and into the next we were able to find   
seven different species of shorebirds in West Field 
and Southwest Marsh.  They are on their way to    
various parts of Alaska to nest.  May 2nd had the first 
Spring sighting of Black-headed Grosbeak and    
Western Tanager.  These two species are best seen 
May to September. This is the time of year when Fox 
Sparrows, Lincolnôs Sparrows, Golden-crowned and 
White-crowned Sparrows are now leaving our vicinity 
heading to nest in Alaska and the Yukon.   Song and 
Savannah Sparrows will remain here to nest. The   
Ruby-crowned Kinglets have also moved to the     
coniferous woodlands of Northwest Alaska and the 
Yukon. Activity around the hummingbird feeders is 
now picking up.  Young Annaôs Hummingbirds have 
now fledged and are learning about the feeders.  You 
can distinguish the juveniles by plumage but also by 
how they try to get the nectar from all the wrong spots 
on the feeders. This week the last of the straggling 
Snow Geese have now headed up to Wrangle Island 
Russia for the summer.  
 

May is a good month to locate young waterfowl.  So 
far the Mallards are off to a good start with numerous 
large broods.  Canada Geese have had a very        
unsuccessful Spring for hatching eggs and we have 
only seen a couple of broods. This could be due to egg 
eating predators.  Warblers and Flycatchers are now 
building in number.  
 
May 4 ï May 10 
Staff found the Bullockôs Orioles starting to build 
their nest along one of the inner grassy trails on the 
4th.  May 6th saw the arrival of Swainsonôs Thrush and 
Townsendôs Warbler. With only a handful of        
Ring-necked Duck, Bufflehead and Hooded          
Mergansers remaining it will be hard to find diving 
ducks through the summer.  However a Blue-winged 
Teal, a dabbling duck, was a new arrival on the 8th.  
May 8th also saw the first brood of Mallard ducklings.  
May 9th Wilsonôs Phalarope and Band-tailed Pigeon 
were spotted.  On the 10th a Merlin and an American 
Kestrel were both found. Most visitors ask if we have 
had any owl sightings but at this time of year it is very 
hard to locate them at the Sanctuary.  Most owls have 
either moved to higher elevations to nest or other   
locations in the Lower Mainland. Great Horned Owls 
do nest nearby and will return with their young to the 
Northeast corner and Inner Grassy Trails come middle 
of June.  

May 11 ï May 17 
This week saw the last of Greater White-fronted 
Geese and Cackling Geese. Some new arrivals were 
Western Wood Pewee, Western Flycatcher, Warbling 
Vireo and Cedar Waxwing.  Swainsonôs Thrush seem 
to have been more evident this year. Although seldom 
seen, their melodious upward spiraling song were  
echoing from densely wooded areas of the Sanctuary. 
On the 17th many Yellow-rumped Warblers, Wilsonôs 
Warblers and Orange-crowned Warblers were seen 
throughout the Sanctuary.  Having this many in one 
area could have been due to a large flock dropping 
down for food and/or rest on their migration.  Over 

Mink with an egg               Photo: Bert Sharpe  

A gaggle of Greater White-fronted Geese     
  Photo: Dan Parlee 

(éé/continued page 6) 
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many years the Sanctuary has had a diverse selection 
of 35 to 40 different bird species nesting here. Some 
common  nesters here are Mallard, Gadwall, Wood 
Duck, Black-capped Chickadee, Bushtit, American 
Robins, Rufous and Annaôs Hummingbirds,           
Red-tailed Hawk, Barn and Tree Swallows, Spotted 
Towhee, Song Sparrow and Brown-headed Cowbirds. 
All of these birds, except the Brown-headed Cowbird, 
make their own nests or use boxes we  provide.     
Unlike the others, Brown-headed Cowbirds donôt 
make their own nests; instead the female lays her eggs 
in other songbird nests and lets the host bird care for 
them.  Thus, Cowbirds are classed as ñparasitic     
nestersò. Song Sparrows and Yellow Warblers are the 
two species commonly parasitized by a Brown-headed 
Cowbird. The first Spotted Sandpiper and Wilsonôs 
Snipe were found on the 15th.  May 17th had a high 
count of 15 Blue-winged Teal located at the back of 
House Pond.  
 
May 18 ï May 24 
In the afternoon of the 19th, six Turkey Vultures were 
spotted flying over the parking lot.  Turkey Vultures 
are often seen soaring in the air over bluffs, cliffs and 
marine shorelines of southern BC.  Larger numbers 
congregate over the Strait of Georgia and the Gulf 
Islands.  If you have travelled the Gulf Islands over 
the summer you would have easily seen many soaring 

above.  Due to predation from raccoons, mink or    sea-
gulls, the Sandhill Cranes had no luck keeping their 
two eggs on the first go around but they were back for 
another attempt on Crane Island by the 22nd.  On the 
19th a Vauxôs Swift and Huttonôs Vireo were seen.  
 
May 25 ï May 31 
Ducks are now starting to molt, which is referred to 
eclipse plumage.  The green heads and brown chest of 
male Mallards are starting to look patchy.  Eventually 
they will lose their color and have the same drab    
plumage as females.  Through the summer the best way 
to tell which one is the male Mallard is by looking at 
their beaks.  The males will have a khaki greenish beak 
while the females have a two-tone brown and orange 
beak. One of our Sanctuary regulars was lucky to be in 
the right place, which was the south end of the Seaward 
Dyke, at the right time to get a couple of lovely photos 
of a Western Kingbird.  Although this bird is named 
Western Kingbird it is not often seen in our area     
compared to the Eastern Kingbird.  In fact, the last time 
we had a report of a Western Kingbird at the Sanctuary 
was July 15, 2012, but we usually see one or two    
Eastern Kingbirds per summer. Greater Scaup,     
American White Pelican and both Wilsonôs and       
Red-necked Phalaropes were other highlights from this 
weekôs list of 70 species.  
 

Western Kingbird                                          Photo: Lauren Nicholl 
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Male Blue-winged Teals behind House Pond 
Photo: Marissa Sasaki 

 
June is the start of a quiet period lasting until late  
summer.  Most of the migratory waterfowl have moved 
through our area leaving the remaining resident ducks 
to continue with their annual molt and to rear their 
young.  Although summer is quiet for bird species other 
colorful species such as butterflies, dragonflies,     
damselflies, turtles and flowers are to be enjoyed as 
you walk the trails.  
 
June 1 ï June 14 
With this quieter period the bird list has dropped to 63 
species.  Turkey Vultures are still being seen on most 
days circling above.  Black-headed Grosbeaks and 
Bullockôs Orioles are seen every day in this two-week 
reporting.  On June 9th as staff entered they were    
greeted by a family of Killdeer in the middle of the 
gravel parking lot. Prior to visitors entering the       
Killdeer family was ushered to the grassy edge of  
Robertson Slough where they spent a bit of time which 
was a photo op for these small and very cute chicks. 
 
June 15 ï June 28 
On June 20th an adult Great Horned Owl was spotted 
along the Inner Grassy Trail but was soon chased off 
by songbirds that didnôt want him in their             
neighborhood.  But on June 21st it was back, this time 
with a juvenile bird from this year. On the same day  
two Vauxôs Swift were reported.  They are the smallest 
of swifts, even smaller than a Barn Swallow.  The 
Vauxôs Swift is a very dark bird with no apparent tail. 
Many birders and bird identification books describe the 

Wilsonôs Phalarope in beautiful breeding plumage 
Photo: Kristina Breit 

Vauxôs Swift to be ñlike a cigar with wingsò.  They are 
insect eaters who catch their prey in flight, made easier 
as all four of their toes face forward.  On the high tide 
late afternoon of the 22nd, eight Bairdôs Sandpipers were 
found in the West Field.  June 25th, we saw the first 
brood of ten Gadwall ducklings.  On the 28th the first 
brood of ten Wood Duck ducklings appeared in       
Robertson Slough, and later that day a second older 
brood showed up in the same slough.  We thought we 
had seen the last of the Lesser Snow Geese back at the 
beginning of May, but on the 28th five were located 
offshore. Either non-breeding birds or not bothered 
about doing the long migration.  A Black Swift was 
located on the 28th.  This is the largest in the Swift   
family.  Again an overall dark bird but it has a          
noticeably notched tail. It was a pity to discover the nest 
of Barn Swallows just outside the back of the Gift shop 
was depredated.  The likely culprit is the Barred Owl.  
These owls have been well documented as predators of 
Barn Swallow nests. Not good news for a species that is 
already on the decline. In this last period of June the 
species list ended at 66 with Spotted Sandpiper, Caspian 
Tern, Great Horned Owl and Western Tanager being the 
highlights. Moving into July and August we will see 
various species of shorebirds returning from the north.  
 
Text: Varri Raffan 

Gadwall family            Photo: Kristina Breit  
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Visitor numbers for April, May and June were higher 
at 18,429 visitors compared to last year of 15,942   
visitors. This was likely due to the very sunny and 
warm weather we had this year. We only saw one 
rainy day at the beginning of April and another at the 
end of May. Compared to the wet and rainy March we 
had this year, enthusiasm for the sun seemed to be at 
an all-time high.  
 
Along with more visitors, sunny weather brought a lot 
of fresh plant growth and arrival of many spring    
migratory songbirds in the Sanctuary.  We started 
seeing birds like Yellow-rumped Warblers, Savannah     
Sparrows, and Common Yellowthroats to name a few. 
By early May most of our migratory warbler   species 
had arrived and we saw our first Bullocks Orioles, 
Western Tanagers and Black-headed Grosbeak as 
well. Once they arrive at the Sanctuary many of these 
birds will start nest building while others continued to 
their nesting grounds further north or inland. 
 
With nesting season underway, our resident Sandhill 
Cranes started nesting in April as well. The crane pair 
made their first nest attempt in the cattail meadow 
along the Inner Grassy trail on April 5th.                 
Unfortunately, within a few days they were off their 
nest, likely due to an overnight egg predation. On 
April 14th, Sanctuary staff took a trip into the main 

ponds to repair the craneôs favorite nesting island that 
had partially washed away in the winter rains. By 
April 19th, the cranes were happily sitting on the    
island and had laid their first egg for the second nest 
attempt of the year. But on May 7th, we found the nest 
site empty and the cranes roaming the trials adjacent 
to the island. A final attempt was made by our cranes 
on the 23rd of May, but it didnôt last much longer than 
a few days. For the rest of May and June, the cranes 
sauntered along the trails eating berries, bugs and   
turtle eggs when they were lucky enough to find a  
Red-eared Slider nest.  
 

Managers Report 

Wilsonôs Warbler                                                Photo: Dan Parlee  

Killdeer nesting attempt in the Parking Lot Garden 
Photo: Evan Gogal  



                                                                      British Columbia Waterfowl  Society       9 

 

We also had Killdeer getting ready to nest in early 
April. This species, however, doesnôt build much for 
a traditional nest. They make little scrapes in the dirt 
with their feet and body to lay their eggs directly on 
the ground. Minimal camouflage is needed since  
color and shape of the eggs makes them look just like 
small stones. On the April 13th, we had a pair making 
some test scrapes in the native plant garden along the 
edge of our parking lot. Unfortunately, they decided 
to nest elsewhere so we didnôt get to watch the entire 
process. But on June 11th, we had a family of killdeer 
with 3 young running around our parking lot. They 

likely nested close by in a neighboring farm field or 
somewhere along the shoreline of Robertson Slough.  
 
Our first hatch of waterfowl this year was on April 27th.  
Our resident Canada Goose, ñDaffyò, who was nesting 
in the daffodils by the washroom hatched all five of her 
eggs. Unfortunately  her partner had  disappeared a few 
weeks before the eggs hatched, so Daffy had a lot on 
her plate as a single mother goose. Typically the     
responsibility of protecting and raising young are 
shared between a pair of geese. As a result of not    

The Goslings that hatched from the museum nest    
 Photo: Evan Gogal  

(éé/continued page 10) 

One of the several Killdeer families running around the Sanctuary                  Photo: Dan Parlee  

One of the likely culprits of the egg snatching 
Photo: Dan Parlee 


