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This Spring edition of Marshnotes is b
the Notice of the Annual Gener a
NOTI CE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEIETI NG
of
British Columbia Waterf owl Soc
wi || be held at:
Ladner Community Centr ¢
4734 51 Street, Ladner, BC
7: 00 p. m. Monday, March BO, 2 (
Northeast Corner
Sanctuar Yy Locati ons
Pl ease refer to the | o ght to
| ocate place names use " W¢E
articles. %
Farm Fields
About Our Covers
Front Malvleard Fuller Slough
E Kristina Breit
Back CWoretrhern Pintail
E Kristina Breit Gift Shop
Mar shnot es i s i ssued four ti mes U%Birdam,]ds_ ow
available only in fdArebd vesic for P | SUBUERECES
page waw. reifelbirdsanctuary. Ganm/ / 501 @eln Viewing Structures
I'f you would |ike to be notified \ shew edition is
post edmaresntag@irde iefsel bi rdsanctuary. com

Sout hwest Corner

Page3 Notice of AGM
4 Bird Highlights Mari ssa Sasaki
6 Canvasbacks: the AristocMarnrissod Shealiar s h
10 ManageReport Evan Gogal
11 The Volunteer Corner
11 Annual Admi ssi on Benefits
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Bird Highlights for January and Februai
A huge thank you to Varri, wh
Bird Highlights section of Mar
year s. I hope to do as good of
our readers of what has been
Moving forward the Bird Highl:.i
to look a Ilittle different. [ n
there wildl be an added segmen
where we wild. di scuss about tf
some interesting facts. Pl eas
navigat e this new <chapter of
segment .
Wi t h t he unexpected and cont
Westham | sl and Bridge resul ti
scouting the Sanctuary for bi
not as robust as it typically
The bird survey stild/l took pl &
the closure to keep track of
abundance, which allowed us tc
to who was hanging around the
mont hs of January and Febr u
keep an eye out for S 0 me exc
avoiding contractors and equi |
regul ar Sanctuary maintenance,
: the keen eyes of the hundreds
Gr elnltue Heron Photo: MaraAaswaeBasaki
List of bird highlights by weelk
DecembBfr2@8pCanvasback, Amer-ccawnedd t Neght Béaok, Gr eal
Janua’r 2026 [Sheeratred Owl, -Nobet h®Owh , S®wregrine |Falcon,
Whi-tt kr oated Sparrow
Janu'a't " 4 Canvasback, -whertt ODawln Baew t ed Kingfipher, Me
Cackling Goose
Janudfly?t11 |[Cackl ing GoPisnet,aiMalHyabrrdi d:cr®avmweals Nd fogkh,t Bllea
Sor a, &BWi3rmsiome, Great Horned Owl , Bgrred Ow
Shri ke, American Pipit, Cedar Waxwi|lng
JanudfPy" 18 |Eurasi an Wi geon,crChawnveads bNicgkh tés BHarcdg , WG rl esaot
Horned Owhre8howt, Mer | i nst hAmear ieda r pRuir p iotw,
Janud®ByW' 25 [Cackling Goose, Eurasian -naM lged n, R h €anamts
Bl accrkowned Ni ghts Hsenriopne,, V@Arlesaotn Hor ngd Owl ,
Febr d&hty 1 Eurasian Wigeon,-crCawmwved bdicght BHarc&p, Gr e at
Shoeeratr ed Owl , Per etghrn et & | Spar,r Mai | e
Febr d3mdy 8 [Canvasbaeaek,owBedckKNi ghttss HSnope, WiGFredqn Hor ne
Peregrine Falcon, American Pipit
Febru'd2% 15(Eurasian Wigeon, cCawrnadhbadlk,ht &IHaSmf mp,e, Wi |
Sheeratr ed Owl , Per etghri et ¢l Spar,r Whit e
Februb2 8" 22|Canvasbaek,owBedckNi ghteaHedonQwl| ShoPrefregri ne
Whi-t er oat ed Sparrow
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case Redheads, t o pass fonl achefior dgaematni devealhdpment ,
of fspring without the nedéda@aviog ttimens etaodr chp efnadr etnlee gwet |
on survival of themselvesthahd thheiedi pwgunrgangEomeTlodgse
our local and commonly sedmdibiirohnall ickhea |l Woeondy elu cbkisr ds |
and B mavahe d Cowbirds alfsacce us B abdrdoiotdi on to having t
parasitism as a reproducttdweh sturatievgay. i Bvitthenwe !l o f
brood parasitism is observable at the Sanctuary when
a Wood Duck hen has an elxmemti 6eral lwedkas ge& i meqgqodmuch
or when a Ilittle Yellow WaebWwentésingrdueks|y wleeendilng
a cowbird baby that i s thwee tdaneese mealr gaerri st banat s. I
themselves during nestingoursneaysdmack to their nesting
nesting season. Hopefully the
When winter approaches, hGarv arsbmltkrss widXt |wianvteer and
their breeding grounds &®di®EsmhgratB RmbeddFHFodh Sbeugh t
reliable food sources to sustain them over the winter.
During this time they can be found spending their
winter foraging in freE‘Flthat'\é]qr'Isaskaessaseaskt'uarles and
harbours. However, where th®30Ctplednay tBiedi!r00yiSnter is
primarily determined by food avallablllty
Source:

Al t hough not endangered,Mct:I %rv%#g)la-cg(s, B\)eg %) 0 C?n\
birds, are |l iving with tvl"gelstl)nse'u%hce 3 r‘lhum oo

. ; . Pb% | & an I.T:s él ARGt o
activities t hat ma k e sugy ivtalhol fofi t BeN\r(\ A
dwel l er of t he wetlands,ht eg.e//dre?/’rgar y/lz?cJ (=1<‘7t3 gzﬁ s
human activity that surrn—‘ﬂ'r%—t—h—e—l—r—f—a—vrbo—u' h a at
that threaten the stability of their popu Iation acros
North America. Pollution from agricultural fertilizer
and pesticides often |l each into wetlands which result
in their food sources |l ike plants and bugs being
contaminated or killed by heavy metals and toxic
chemicals The wetl ands wher e they rai se their
young and forage for food are often drained and
Femal e Canvasbacks in Robertson Sloughhot o: Ol af Kring

British Columbia Waterfow


https://doi.org/10.2173/bow.canvas.01

FIl ooded Display Ponds Phot o: Kristina |

G end of January, we wer e me
Managereport complication that affected th
Visitor numbers for Janukslamd.d Fonb'("Uuaamyabragrrge2 Ovet yuck
low at 310 visitors totalhlpdhid iwdoadlwni obursild/jgenot hator m:
visitor numbers for thisactcienses opfoiyeaarf,orwitthhe oinsllya ntdhe
first four days of Januagwxt enadvitnhge acnlyo swirsei toofr st hceu eS atna
the closure of the Sanct uaarey.bridge reopens, which as

edition of ashnotes, has not
The new year started off with many complications for
the Sanctuary. On Januar Pedphtetahé boidged cmodarate o
flooding in the inner Disnlav Pnndxs« A few minutes
|l ater we found that the /Y rain:
and strong winds brought i tions
which water overtop an t h
Dy k e Thi s caused t he
conditions became wunsaf next
few days, mor e water c
flooding and damage som e ms .
This called for swift a epair t
damage done and drain t ' as
possi bl e
Repairs took | onger than at her
conditions at the begin uary
This caused fur-tlheodeld mt
they were the primary r( ove
around t he Sanctuary. B okl i E al
damaged unfortunately creatédafnrthepadeiagswatAesrfwoewl
were coming cl| eospee ntionga dmdtee mtti alRbroet o: Evan Gogal
8Spring 2026



continued to make the colmplcikceat edd adn@itley briapchaes tare
mai ntain the Sanctuary. Tghiowuntdo ak tshue pfoartm pofstcr ovehd il reg
the bridge on foot for 20 me weiamedand betwewhnghea pos
West ham | slévredhircéei doennttsmeati seasthr tlos. Soi l is then b
complete the journey towathtl i Snagncanmdr y.weOnada méhda he ",
bridge repairs had begungstabkl bsh dge®o twsa sb a chke ni nctloo stehde
to foot traffic and staff had to take the provided wat
taxis to get onto the | Al ssrich.gl Pe gmiwt eo f c ovapltil d antgi ocnasn
TransLink and the water 6thrrecbnéesaandr ssxelmagvegrdadueal a s
good job to streamline tomi sstpepeess| owhéeésh hhmaweveirt, t e
bearabl e for Sanctuary stfefrf ddedsl|satnadb irleistiyd.entFor ou
constructing three terraces t
To make the most of thitsheunsloopeseeamdclpooviadeahadts 0
l onger commut e, staff fpaused wengesavéeoal $taafgfercart
habitat projects during pbtseg@gemiadd.veThsshrfubrsstamndsk | w
addressing a | arge patch dafrihigmalhaey acnl oBsl uarcek biem r gr apdr a
a degrading sl ope by thet Wd =evitngr rTaocweesr.. Slohmee pdt dthes e
grows right by our wat eusedntf ool rsetvregettartd ngt ot her
intersection of West Dykeur Nent hy Dyvkoer,kiCegnt en . DyHRKecer e
and Main Trail, just b elroewmotvhengr dtl aickibreg r wal bt @afl onlgav
We s t Dy ke St aff cut all aBdeacEbgtirghcéangs padochh hdehi
ground and dug up the roane momrowns bteoncrhe dailceng tshéufuooa
regrowt h. area wil!/l be replanted with a
and wil dfl ower s to increase
The plan with this area ihabtid ate wladmute Wiotrh omat ibve dshm@aum
and to reinforce tivaet tdlionpge with terraced
fencWasttl ing is a naturalStebhshavetiadbsotepbntgeeme tir
that uses native shrubs trefcrsdt eaga ofuencree dtorbox@s ovinn
soi l retention and bank satabvhl sy. WEhevemt 0 g o ndo ncsl iesat
of harvesting branches f memtnamaitveer isahr udbwt. d&ler al At otule
Sanctuary, staff wild.l hativelséed f t hmmSablancokn bep r w,i t Re da
Osi er Dogwood, Har dhack woaonddc hinps$ i ve wirlelado ws .a nice,

S Phot o: Marissa Sas
(éé&/lontinued page I
British Columbia Yaterfow

Harvested wattle fence
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With February coming to a close and the weather

war ming up, we have started to see a | ot of our nati ve
vegetatifsprothrtagrkt ttoo | i f e. Many shrubs

and trees have smal/l |l eaf and fl ower buds emerging.
Many native wildflowers are also starting to send thei
first shoots of green wup through the dirt. On Februar)
27" we even saw our first Sal monberry fl ower in

bl oom. With the warmer days and emergence of the
spring vegetation, we expect to start seeing many of
our migratory spring songbirds starting to arrive in t
next few weeks. We ar e hopef ul t hat as spring
continues on, we wi || soon be able to reopen and see
al | of our regul ar visitors start to flock back to t
Sanctuary as well

Text: Evan Gogal

Sanctuary Manager

Sal monberry fIPhhwaro: Kri sAniaaH@Bmm@i ngbiPRoto: Kristina I

The Volunteer Cor nfernual Admission Bene
Special thanks to: f FREE admission for a year to tF
§ Mary Taitt for leading ouMi g3ahday BBirrdd Swad¢tkuary .
§ Jim Martin and Bri-aounSdeQRfarter! ythesue pbatrhe BCWS put
hosting of visitors on wenMikre&tho_.tes _
§ John Chandler and Jani c® AvhiOfhe dif G0 umd| g nRyu rvgihtay e g r ian
mai ntenance during the we®WPr: o _
§ Brian Self, Peter cCandli FdPPOEdn ONnea RS PROIStti § nGqleumbi a
White, Dirk Fleming, SabihePeFbs§dem?nseb\&LIONALganT 23
and Lel ah Z|mmermawveéblwythhelypolurlrg S\{\J/Ipbgrtb’l the British
bird surveys Society is able to:
8§ Margaret Gorham for hosting visitors at the museum
every Sunday Staff, maintain and expand facili
§ Our -warking volunteer Dl?‘?gbecftér foits wvisitors and supp
an education progr ams, includi
organized groups of all ages; co
scientific research on waterfowl
needs for survival ; ancqdpdovi de
organi zations wh o ar e wor ki ng C
projects.
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